the statistical method as unsatisfactory and tried the method
of the "ideal11 as held up in literature, etc. Failing that also^
he tried to build up the character of the "typical" American
by examining the character of men and women who were
generally considered to be Sirr. on-pure Americans. He com-
pared the lives of George Washington, Benjamin Franklin,
John D. Rockfeller, Henry Ford, Thomas A. Edison, John
Adams, T. P. Barnum, Calvin Coolidge, Mark Twain,
Abraham Lincoln and others. But the review did not distill
the typical American character. Finally, he fell back on.
"sheer impressionism," which was however subjective and
valid only for him.

When, for instance, it is said that the West is materialis-
tic and the East spiritual or idealistic, it is impossible to test
its validity. Radhakrishnan, who said that the East was
spiritual and the West was intellectual, qualified the statement
by saying that "The great peoples differ not so much in the
presence or absence of this or that quality as in its degree
and extent. The West is not devoid of mysticism and mar-
tyrdom, nor the East of science and public spirit."1 Btut how
is the relative distinction to be measured ?

Psychological attitudes like love, loyalty, truthfulness,
service, kindness, lawfulness and freedom are normally de-
veloped in every child and they remain with him as long as
his character or personality lasts.2 These are common to the
whole of humanity and have no relation to eastern or western,'
primitive or advanced civilization, or any other division;
"The emotional and intellectual traits that were supposed to
differentiate different cultures have faded away upon close
examination."3 "We must compare," says Boas, "the code'

*    1.   Radakrishnan, EAST AND WEST IN RELIGION, p. 45,

2.   Davis   and  Barnes,  INTRODUCTION   TO   SOCIOLOGY;
p. 461.

3.   Ibid. p. 587.
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